
                                          

   

                                                  
 
 
 

      
 
 
Dear HYM Members & Parents,  
 
We hope you all enjoyed the activities this year – there were certainly some great performances in our 
concerts. 
 
There are lots of changes ahead for Encore - we will start with those then later in the newsletter will be the 
usual information about Youth Music. Any of the upcoming changes will only affect HYM in a positive way 
we hope! 
 
The Music Pool and staff changes 
 
Some of you may already be aware that The Music Pool is transferring to Encore in the next few weeks. 
This Hereford based charity provides many community music projects across the whole age range. We are 
delighted to welcome such a highly respected organisation and to increase our music provision; from 
September we will also be providing services to adults and the wider community. 
 
As a result of the changes, we have taken the opportunity to restructure our staffing. We now have two 
vacant posts, one for an Assistant Manager which would include management of HYM and the other for a 
Business Support Assistant, which would include administering HYM; both posts would involve attending 
Saturday morning rehearsals and HYM concerts. If you would like to know more, please visit our website.  
 
Music Fund 
 
You were all invited in March to the re-launch of the Herefordshire Music Fund, which Encore took over 
from Hereford Sixth Form College. We are delighted to say that we have now received sufficient funds to 
begin offering bursaries from September 2019. We will offer bursaries for instrumental/vocal tuition and 
other musical activities to those in receipt of free school meals, Looked After Children and children from 
other low income families.  
 
You may wish to apply for a bursary for your child, or you may know someone else who would benefit from 
a bursary? To apply for a bursary, please follow the link for the application form and more information. 
 
https://www.encore-enterprises.com/hmfbursaryapplicationshowtoapply 
 
Maybe you would like to support to the fund? Please follow the link below to see the many ways you can 
donate: 
 
https://www.encore-enterprises.com/hmfhowtodonate 
 
 
Herefordshire Performing Arts Festival 
 
The Herefordshire Festival has been run for an amazing 85 years by the Herefordshire Community Council. 
Encore has got together with Hereford Sixth Form College and other partners to ensure the continued 
provision of this prestigious festival.  More information will follow in due course, but meanwhile some dates 
for your diaries - auditions will take place in various Hereford venues from 5th to 8th March 2020, with the 
Gala Concert at The Courtyard on Wed 11th March. 
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HYM from September 
 
We hope that everyone who was a member of Youth Music last year will continue in September. This 
newsletter has been sent to all existing members (and new members recently registered) and we assume 
that you are going to come in September; please let us know if this is not the case.  
 
Some of your children will be ready to ‘move up’ an ensemble, and the conductors have let us know who 
they think this applies to. Towards the end of the summer term, we will email out the HYM handbook to 
everyone and the email will say which group your son/daughter has been assigned to. If they have recently 
passed a grade exam then do let us know. Please get in touch with us if you have any queries about which 
ensemble they have been allocated to. You will also be sent the link to the on-line registration form.  
 
All the rehearsal and concert dates will be in the handbook, and they are already on the website. Please 
note that the first Saturday morning rehearsal will run slightly differently to all the subsequent rehearsals. 
On Sat 14th Sept, we will begin with an assembly for everyone at 9.15 in the PAC; it will mean the usual 
9.15 start for the Starter groups, but everyone else will need to arrive a little earlier than usual. Signs will be 
up and staff on hand to help everyone find their way, and parents of younger children and new members 
are welcome to stay for this assembly if they wish. 
 
Please ensure you put all rehearsals and concerts (including the additional events for HYO, HYCB and 
HYC) in your diaries, on your wall calendars, fridge doors, google calendar, phone calendar etc! 
 
Herefordshire Youth Orchestra 
 
Sadly, we said good-bye to a number of long standing members of HYO as the young people move on to 
universities and conservatoires, but we hope to recruit new members for September. We have a list of 
players auditioning on 2nd July, and we wish them all the best of luck. If you didn’t sign up for an audition 
but now think you might like to, then let us know and we will see if there are any places available. 
 
We are delighted that our partnership with English Symphony Orchestra will continue with another joint 
performance on Sunday 5th April 2020; note that this is during the Easter holiday!  
 
Herefordshire Youth Concert Band 
 

As usual, HYCB will have a few extra events next year – we are already booked to play at the annual Army 
Benevolent Fund Concert at the Cathedral on Tuesday 17th December and we will be playing carols for the 
shoppers in the Old Market on Saturday 14th December (let’s hope for better weather this year!). At the time 
of writing this newsletter we are negotiating a date (provisionally 25 January) with the Band of the 
Household Cavalry to repeat the wonderful day YCB spent with them last February performing in a joint 
workshop and concert.  
 
Herefordshire Youth Choir  
 

Our Youth Choir is well established now as a regular part of HYM; new members are always welcome. 
Don’t forget that musicians playing in our Saturday morning ensembles can come to the choir after their 
rehearsal. Choir rehearses from 12 til 1pm at the Saturday Morning Music Centre, and there is no extra 
charge for being a member of more than one ensemble. 
 
Youth Choir is a busy ensemble and performs in several concerts throughout the year. So far, the choir is 
booked to sing on 1st December 2019 at The Three Counties Hotel for the Advent Food Festival and at a 
concert in All Saints Church on 2nd May 2020, as well as the usual two Youth Music concerts 
 
You can follow the latest news from the choir by ‘liking’ our Facebook page: 
 
www.facebook.com/herefordshireyouthchoir  
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Rock and Pop workshops (HARP) 
 
In partnership with Hereford College of Arts, we run 3 projects a year inviting guitarists, keyboard players, 
brass/woodwind players (as a horn section), drummers and singers to play together in bands under the 
tuition of HCA and HYM Tutors. Each project costs £45 (free to those in receipt of free school meals): 
 
Project 1 – Seven Saturday mornings between 21 Sept 2019 & 7 March 2020 (avoiding Saturday Morning 
Music Centre days) 
Project 2 – 2 days in Feb 2020 half term 9.30 to 4, days tbc 
Project 3 - 2 days in May 2020 half term 9.30 to 4, days tbc 
 
More details and the registration form will be on the website and in the handbook and, but please get in 
touch if you would like more information now. 
 
These projects are for secondary age and older pupils. This year we are considering adding a day for older 
primary age pupils in the Feb and May half terms. More information next term.  
 
 
Summer Music Course 
 
David Evans, Director of Music at Hereford Cathedral School is running his annual non-residential Summer 
Music Course from 19 – 22 August at the Cathedral School. Depending on the applications received, he 
hopes to offer a number of concert bands, string orchestras, a course orchestra, course choir and several 
opportunities for chamber music and solo performances. All will be tutored by experienced staff and 
supported by pastoral staff who will also run a ‘games and recreational programme’ during part of each 
day.  
 
Please note that the closing date is Monday 1st July – so far the Cathedral Schools have not received 
enough applications to make the course viable, so if your son/daughter would like to go, please let them 
know asap. All enquiries to Amy Turtle, a.turtle@herefordcs.com. The letter and application form are also 
on the ‘Latest News’ section on our website: www.encore-enterprises.com 
 
 
Website & Social Media 
 

We are currently updating the website with information and forms for next year (www.encore-

enterprises.com) and everything will be emailed out to you all before the end of the summer term. 
 
New information is posted under ‘Latest News’, which appears on the homepage; it is particularly important 
to check this if it looks as if a rehearsal could be cancelled due to bad weather.  
 

Please do also ‘like’ the Herefordshire Music Service Facebook Page:  
www.facebook.com/herefordshiremusicservice for latest information, news and details of other events that 
might be of interest. 
 

If you have any queries, please get in touch with Eva, eva@encore-enterprises.com. We look forward to 
seeing our old members back again in September, and welcoming new members. Hope you all have a 
wonderful summer break! 
 
Cliff Woollard  
Eva Prestage (HYM Co-ordinator)  eva@encore-enterprises.com, 01432 853219 
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